Ci2Hi4N206S, monoclinic, P12i/cl (no. 14), a = 8.0170 (1) 
diethyl malonate, thus confirming our suggestion about the presence of a strong conjugating effect all along the molecule. Interestingly, the packing modes of both structures differ significantly though the major difference of both compounds is only the position of the methyl on the heterocycle. Whereas the molecules in [2] interact through weak hydrogen bonds, in die title structure the presence of the methyl on carbon C3 favor the formation of a C-H-π interaction with the heterocycle of an adjacent molecule (symmetry code \-x,-y, 2-z) . The distance between the centroid of the nitrothiazole ring and H5A atom of the methyl is 2.94 A and the C5-H24C-centroid angle is 136.0°. Moreover the two oxygen atoms of the nitro group are involved in weak hydrogen bonds with the methyl of a symmetry-related molecule (symmetry code -1 +x,y-1 +z) and one ethyl of the malonate of a second symmetry-related molecule (symmetry code Ι-χ,Υι+y, 1 Yi-z). Thus the molecules of the title compound are organized in the crystal in layers parallel to the b,c plane. Experimental details Η atoms on the C5 atom were placed in geometrically idealized positions. During the refinement they were allowed to rotate freely about the C-C bond with C-Η distances restrained to 0.96 A and ί/^Η) = 1.5 U e q(C).
Discussion
The title structure is comparable with that of diethyl 2-(l-methyl-5-nitro-ltf-imidazol-4-ylmethylene)malonate [2] . The main intramolecular structural features reported for the latter structure are also available for title structure, e.g. coplanarity of the nitro group, five-membered-ring, methylene and one ester arm of the 
